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Foreword

The WACE Manual 2019 describes policies and procedures to be followed in relation to achieving the
Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) in 2019. It is produced by the School Curriculum
and Standards Authority (the Authority).

The School Curriculum and Standards Authority is an independent statutory authority that is
responsible to the Western Australian Minister for Education and Training and is administered by a
Board consisting of seven members. The role of the Authority is to:

e develop and accredit school curriculum

e assess student achievement in relation to the curriculum through the administration of
standardised testing and Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) course examinations

e certify senior secondary achievement

e report on the standards of student achievement.

This manual informs principals, other school administrators, teachers, students and parents of the
requirements for the WACE.

Principals should ensure that school policy documents for students who are in Year 11 and Year 12 in
2019 are consistent with information in this manual. The Authority website and 11to12Circulars
should be checked regularly for updated information about the WACE.

The 11to12Circular, published at least once a term, is sent to all principals. All senior secondary
school staff are encouraged to register online at www.scsa.wa.edu.au to receive a personal copy

automatically.

ALLAN BLAGAICH
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
SCHOOL CURRICULUM AND STANDARDS
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SECTION 1: SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOLING IN WESTERN
AUSTRALIA

Senior secondary schooling in Western Australia covers students in Year 11 and Year 12.

The Western Australian Statement of Student Achievement (WASSA) is issued to all Year 12 students
at the completion of their secondary schooling. The WASSA provides a formal record of what
students leaving in Year 12 have achieved as a result of their school education in Western Australia.

The Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) is the certificate that students in Western
Australia receive on successful completion of their senior secondary education. It is recognised
nationally in the Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF), by universities and other tertiary
institutions, industry and training providers.

While students typically complete a WACE in their final two years of senior secondary school, there
is no specified time limit for completion. Study towards achievement of the WACE can be
undertaken over a lifetime. It should be noted that the WACE requirements may change over time
and students studying towards the achievement of the WACE after they leave school will be required
to meet the WACE requirements current at the time of the completion of their studies.

See Section 7 for further details about the WASSA and the WACE.

1.1 Overview of courses and programs

Students come from diverse backgrounds and have varying needs. They may be interested in
university study, have specific vocations in mind involving further education and training, or intend
to enter the workforce after leaving school.

For this reason, senior secondary schooling in Western Australia offers a wide range of courses and
programs that enable students to study courses similar to those offered in other parts of Australia
and provide multiple pathways to university, training and employment.

Five types of courses and two types of programs are available. A full list of courses and their codes is
provided in Appendix 3. Students who complete any of the courses or programs outlined below will
receive a WASSA (see Section 7).

Table 1. General features of senior secondary courses and programs

These courses are examined by the Authority (see Section 6). Student results in ATAR

Australian courses are used by the Tertiary Institutions Service Centre (TISC) to calculate a student’s
Tertiary Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR). The ATAR is used to determine eligibility for
Admission university entrance. Students seeking to achieve an ATAR will need to complete a minimum
Rank (ATAR) of four Year 12 ATAR courses, excluding unacceptable combinations (see Undergraduate
courses Admission Requirements for School Leavers on the TISC website). ATAR courses are

typically for students who are aiming to go to university directly from school.
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These courses are not externally examined. However, they each have an externally set task
(EST) which is set by the Authority (see sub-section 3.4.2). General courses are for students
who are typically aiming to enter further vocationally based training or the workforce
straight from school. General courses may be used for alternative entry to some university
courses. Information about alternative entry should be sought directly from universities.
These courses include a full VET qualification and mandatory workplace learning. VET
industry specific courses contribute towards the WACE as course units. Qualifications
undertaken through VET industry specific courses can be used to meet the Certificate Il or
higher requirement of the WACE. The workplace learning component of the course
contributes as unit equivalents towards the WACE (see Section 4 for more detail).
VET industry specific courses are for students aiming to enter further vocationally based
training or the workforce straight from school. Some VET qualifications may be used for
alternative entry to some university courses. Information about alternative entry should be
sought directly from universities.
These courses provide a focus on functional literacy and numeracy skills, practical work-
related experience and the opportunity to build personal skills that are important for life
and work. Foundation courses are not designed, nor intended, to be an alternative senior
secondary pathway. Foundation courses are for students who have not been able to
demonstrate the minimum standard for literacy and/or numeracy (see sub-section 1.8)
before Year 11 and are unlikely to do so before the end of Year 12 without significant levels
of support.
Preliminary courses are for students who have been identified as having a learning difficulty
and/or an intellectual disability (see sub-section 1.10). They provide a relevant option for
students who:
e cannot access the ATAR, General or Foundation course content with adjustment and/or
disability provisions
e are unable to progress directly to training from school
e require modified and/or independent education plans
e have been identified as having a recognised disability under the Disability
Discrimination Act 1992 and meet the above criteria.
Preliminary courses do not contribute to achievement of the WACE.
VET qualifications undertaken separate to a VET industry specific course may contribute to
the WACE through credit transfer. Qualifications undertaken as VET credit transfer
contribute to the WACE as unit equivalents and may be used to meet the Certificate Il or
higher requirement (see Section 4 for more detail). Some VET qualifications may be used for
alternative entry to some university courses. Information about alternative entry should be
sought directly from universities.
These programs provide access to areas of learning not covered by WACE courses or VET
programs and contribute to the WACE as unit equivalents (see Section 5). Endorsed
programs are for students wishing to participate in programs which are delivered in a
variety of settings by schools, workplaces, universities and community organisations.

For ATAR, General, and Foundation courses, each unit is nominally 55 hours contact time. For VET

industry specific courses, the unit time is dependent on the qualification and may require more than

55 hours per unit.

For ATAR, General and Foundation courses:

e Units 1 and 2 are typically studied in Year 11 and reported to the Authority as a pair, but where a

single unit is studied it is reported separately

o Units 3 and 4 are typically studied in Year 12 and must be studied and reported to the Authority

as a pair

e Units 1 and 2 cannot be studied after a student has completed Units 3 and 4.
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Note: the Authority prefers schools to enrol students in year-long Year 11 courses with the full-year
code (AE, GE or FE, where A stands for ATAR, G for General, F for Foundation and E for Eleven) when
studying a pair of units.

Schools should use the single unit code (A1/A2, G1/G2 or F1/F2) for students:

e enrolling in only one unit of a Year 11 course for the calendar year, e.g. AIENG or A2ENG

e transferring between Year 11 courses or units after Semester 1 the school can report student
achievement for two separate units, e.g. A1IENG to G2ENG (see sub-section 2.4.3).

Note: where a student transfers from one course to another, schools are required to report
achievement for the Semester 1 unit in one course and Semester 2 unit in the other course. This
requires withdrawal from the year-long code pair of units and re-enrolment in the single unit code
units.

For VET industry specific courses, both Year 11 units and Year 12 units are reported as pairs.
Preliminary courses comprise four units. Each unit is studied and reported separately.

Some ATAR and General courses have defined contexts. These courses are:

e Design: Dimensional Design, Graphics, Photography, and Technical Graphics — General units only
e Materials Design and Technology: Metal, Textiles, Wood — ATAR and General units

e Music: Contemporary Music, Jazz, Western Art Music — ATAR units only.

For Design and Music, students can enrol in more than one context in each course with defined
contexts, but only a maximum of four units will count towards WACE requirements. Music students
who enrol in two contexts of Music will be required to nominate the context in which they will sit
the ATAR course examination.

For Materials Design and Technology, students can enrol in, and gain credit towards the WACE in, up

to eight Materials Design and Technology units — four at Year 11 and four at Year 12 across two

defined contexts. The two options are:

Option1  four ATAR course units (two at Year 11 and two at Year 12) in conjunction with four
General course units from another defined context (two at Year 11 and two at Year 12)

Option 2  eight General course units (four at Year 11 and four at Year 12) from two different,
defined contexts.

Students who select Option 1 and enrol in one defined context of Materials Design and Technology
as an ATAR course and another defined context as a General course will sit the ATAR course
examination using the defined context which reflects their ATAR enrolment.

1.2 Course and program review and revision

Courses are typically reviewed every five years.

The review timeline for each course will be published on the Authority website. Where required, the
review will be followed by a revision of the syllabus.
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The most current training packages are used in VET industry specific courses, which are updated
regularly as new versions of training packages are endorsed. The Authority follows all national
guidelines provided for training package transition arrangements in Western Australia. Any changes
made to training packages are reflected in timely amendments to information provided in the
courses.

1.3 Summary of WACE achievement requirements

General requirements

Students must:

e demonstrate a minimum standard of literacy and a minimum standard of numeracy

e complete a minimum of 20 units, or equivalents as described below

e complete at least four Year 12 ATAR courses* or complete a Certificate [I** (or higher***)
VET qualification.

*In the context of ATAR courses in the WACE, the term ‘complete’ requires that a student sits the

ATAR course examination or has an approved sickness/misadventure application for not sitting the

examination in that course. Students who do not sit the ATAR course examination will not have a

course mark or grade recorded on their WASSA, nor will they receive an ATAR course report.

Note: for ATAR courses with practical components, students must complete both the written and
practical examinations.

**In the context of VET in the WACE, the term ‘complete’ requires that a student has been deemed
competent in all units of competency that make up a full qualification.

***The partial completion of a Certificate Il or higher VET qualification may meet this requirement
according to predetermined criteria (see Section 4).

Literacy and numeracy standard
Students must demonstrate the WACE literacy standard and WACE numeracy standard.

For the WACE literacy standard, students must demonstrate the minimum standard of literacy by
achieving Band 8 or higher in the reading and writing tests of the Year 9 National Assessment
Program — Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) or by successfully completing the reading and writing
components of the Authority’s Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (OLNA).

For the WACE numeracy standard, students must achieve either Band 8 or higher in the numeracy
test of Year 9 NAPLAN or successfully complete the numeracy component of the OLNA.

This means that a student who achieves Band 8 or above in the reading, writing or numeracy test of
the Year 9 NAPLAN will be considered to have pre-qualified for the corresponding component and
thus deemed to have successfully completed that component.

Students who have not pre-qualified in reading, writing or numeracy are required to sit the
corresponding component/s of the OLNA in Semester 1 of Year 10. If students do not demonstrate
the standard in Semester 1, then they must sit the component/s in Semester 2 of Year 10 and, if
required, Semester 1 of Year 11. Subsequently, students may choose when next to sit the
component/s. Students will have up to six opportunities (in March and September each year) before
completing Year 12 to demonstrate the WACE minimum standards of literacy and numeracy.
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Students who do not demonstrate the literacy and numeracy standard by the time they exit senior
secondary schooling can apply to the Authority to re-sit the OLNA at any age.

International and mature-age students are required to sit the OLNA at the first available
opportunity.

Students who have not pre-qualified through NAPLAN, and who choose not to sit the OLNA, do not
qualify for the WACE.

Breadth-and-depth requirement
Students must:

e complete a minimum of 20 units, which may include unit equivalents attained through VET
and/or endorsed programs. This requirement must include at least:

o aminimum of ten Year 12 units, or the equivalent

o four units from an English learning area course, post-Year 10, including at least one pair of
Year 12 units from an English learning area course

o one pair of Year 12 units from each of List A (arts/languages/social sciences) and List B
(mathematics/science/technology). (See table in sub-section 7.2.1)

Achievement standard
Students must achieve at least 14 C grades or higher (or the equivalent, see below) in Year 11 and 12
units, including at least six C grades (or equivalents) in Year 12 units.

1.3.1 Unit equivalence

Unit equivalence can be obtained through VET qualifications undertaken as VET credit transfer

and/or endorsed programs. The maximum unit equivalence available is eight units — four Year 11

units and four Year 12 units. Students may obtain unit equivalence as follows:

e up to eight unit equivalents through completion of VET qualifications, or

e up to four unit equivalents through completion of endorsed programs, or

e up to eight unit equivalents through a combination of VET qualifications and endorsed
programs, but with endorsed programs contributing no more than four unit equivalents.

For VET qualifications:

e a Certificate | is equivalent to two Year 11 units

e a Certificate Il is equivalent to two Year 11 and two Year 12 units

e a Certificate lll or higher is equivalent to two Year 11 and four Year 12 units

e a partially completed Certificate Ill or higher is equivalent to two Year 11 and two Year 12 units
(credit only allocated if the criteria for partial completion are met).

For endorsed programs, unit equivalence is identified on the Authority’s approved list of endorsed
programs.

1.4 Study options for the WACE

In selecting their study options for the WACE, students must bear in mind:

e the List A and List B subject requirement (see Section 7)
e the enrolment criteria for Languages and English as an Additional Language or Dialect (eligibility)
(forms and information are available on the Authority website at
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http://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-materials/english/english-as-
an-additional-language-or-dialect)
e the enrolment criteria for Foundation courses (see sub-section 1.8).

Students wishing to receive an ATAR are required to complete a minimum of four ATAR courses in
Year 12, excluding unacceptable combinations as defined by TISC (see the TISC University Admissions
brochures on www.tisc.edu.au).

Because syllabus content of a course increases in complexity from Year 11 to Year 12, a student is
not permitted to:

e complete Year 12 (T) units in a course and subsequently enrol in Year 11 (E) units in the same
course. For example, a student cannot enrol in GTENG in Year 11 and then enrol in GEENG or
G1ENG and G2ENG in Year 12

e enrol in more than two units in a subject course type (e.g. ATAR course) in a given calendar year,
except in the ATAR and General courses with defined contexts. For example, a student could not
enrol in AEENG, or A1ENG and A2ENG, together with ATENG in the same year.

Students should also be aware that if they choose to study more than four units in different courses
in a particular subject* (e.g. Physics ATAR Year 11 and 12 and Physics General Year 11), only four
units in total in one subject across all years contribute towards achievement of the WACE.

*Except in the Materials and Design ATAR and General courses across defined contexts (see
sub-section 1.1 relating to enrolment in defined contexts).

Some study options for students are shown in Table 2.

Table 2. Examples of study options

A six Year 11 ATAR courses Yes Yes*
five Year 12 ATAR courses (22 units, 10 Year 12)
four Year 11 ATAR courses

B two Year 11 General or Foundation courses Yes Ves*
four Year 12 ATAR courses (24 units, 12 Year 12)
two Year 12 General or Foundation courses
four Year 11 ATAR courses No

C two Year 11 General or Foundation courses (24 units, 12 Year 12) No
two Year 12 ATAR courses missing a Certificate Il
four Year 12 General or Foundation courses or higher
four Year 11 ATAR courses
two Year 11 General or Foundation courses
one Year 12 ATAR course

D two Year 12 General or Foundation courses Yes No
VET Certificate Il — attributed to Year 11 (two unit (24 units, 10 Year 12)
equivalents) and Year 12 (two unit equivalents)
Endorsed program: Workplace Learning (two unit
equivalents, 110 hours) — attributed to Year 12
four Year 11 General or Foundation courses
VET Certificate | — attributed to Year 11 (two unit

E equivalents) Yes No
four Year 12 General or Foundation courses (22 units, 10 Year 12)

VET Certificate Il — attributed to Year 11 (two unit
equivalents) and Year 12 (two unit equivalents)
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four General or Foundation Year 11 courses
Certificate Il VET industry specific course — attributed to | Yes
Year 11 (two course units) and Year 12 (two course (22 units, 10 Year 12)

F units)

four Year 12 General or Foundation courses
Endorsed program: Workplace Learning (two unit

Certificate Il completed | No

as part of VET industry
specific course

equivalents, 110 hours) — attributed to Year 12

three Year 11 General or Foundation courses

Certificate | — attributed to Year 11 (two unit

equivalents)

four Year 12 General or Foundation courses Yes

VET Certificate Il — attributed to Year 11 (two unit (22 units, 12 Year 12)
equivalents) and Year 12 (two unit equivalents)

Endorsed program: Workplace Learning (two unit

equivalents, 110 hours) — attributed to Year 12

three Year 11 General or Foundation courses

VET Certificate | — attributed to Year 11 (two unit

equivalents)

three Year 12 General or Foundation courses Yes

VET Certificate Il — attributed to Year 11 (two unit (20 units, 10 Year 12)
equivalents) and Year 12 (two unit equivalents)

Endorsed program: Workplace Learning (two unit

equivalents, 110 hours) — attributed to Year 12

four Year 11 General or Foundation courses

four Year 12 General or Foundation courses

VET Certificate lll — attributed to Year 11 (two unit Yes

equivalents) and Year 12 (four unit equivalents) (24 units, 12 Year 12)
Endorsed program: Workplace Learning (two unit

equivalents, 110 hours) — attributed to Year 11

No

*Excluding unacceptable combinations (see Undergraduate Admission Requirements for School
Leavers on the TISC website).

1.5 School-based achievement

Student achievement in ATAR, General and Foundation courses is recorded in grades (A, B, C, D or E)
and marks out of 100 (see Section 2). A student’s school-based achievement for a Year 12 course
must be recorded for a pair of units (i.e. one mark and one grade). A student’s school-based
achievement for a Year 11 course may be recorded for each pair of units (i.e. one mark and grade),
or for each unit completed (i.e. a mark and grade for Unit 1 and 