
SUBJECT SELECTION

PARENT INFORMATION

YEAR 10  (2020)   11 (2021)



REPORTS – MONDAY 20 JULY

• Churchlands SHS Semester 1 Report 

via SEQTA Engage and SEQTA Learn

• “Year 10 Planning for Year 11 in 2021” 

booklet distributed to students on last 

day Term 2.



Senior School Structure
Course types at Churchlands SHS:

• ATAR courses (need 4 or more to go to 

university – compulsory WACE exams)

• General Courses (for students aiming for 

further training or work – no exams but 

externally set task in Year 12)

VET Courses:

• Certificate Courses have unit equivalence

• Workplace Learning has unit equivalence



Senior School Structure
• ATAR and General courses are divided into units.

• Year 11 courses will cover units 1 and 2.

• Year 12 courses will cover units 3 and 4.

• The program will be taught as a year long 

course in each year.



VET equivalences

If a Certificate course is not fully completed 

then worth ZERO units!



WACE requirements 

• Pathway direction

• Literacy and Numeracy

• Breadth and Depth

• Achievement standard

• WACE Examinations



Pathway Direction

• Complete at least four Year 12 ATAR 

courses including the external examinations 

(i.e. be eligible for an ATAR)

or

• Complete at least five Year 12 General 

and/or ATAR courses or equivalent

(new last year)

or

• Complete a Certificate II or higher. (Can be 

in Year 11 or 12)



Literacy and Numeracy
• Achieve Band 8 or higher in Reading, Writing 

and Numeracy from Year 9 NAPLAN.

OR

• Pass the Online Literacy and Numeracy 

Assessment (OLNA)

• Students yet to pass an OLNA component 

must attend the regular preparation sessions.

• OLNA held March and September of Year 10-12



Breadth and Depth

• Complete a minimum of 20 units or the equivalent.

• The 20 course units must include:

▪ Two Year 11 and two Year 12 English units

▪ One pair of Year 12 units from each of List A 

(arts/languages/social sciences) and List B 

(mathematics/science/technology)

▪Minimum 10 Year 12 units or equivalent

(NOTE: maximum of 8 unit equivalents from Certificate 

courses and WL can be included in the 20 units)



Achievement standard

• Achieve a minimum of 14 C grades or higher 

across  Year 11 and Year 12 units (or equivalents) 

including at least 6 C grades in Year 12 units (or 

equivalents).

NOTE: 

Completing a Cert II, for example, gives no 

grades but gives credit for 4 units. 

Therefore would need 10 C grades with at 

least 4 in Year 12!



WACE Examinations 2022

• Compulsory for all Year 12 ATAR courses.

• Students sitting 4 or more WACE exams will 

obtain an ATAR. 

• All Year 12 General courses will have no exams 

but they will sit the compulsory EST (Externally 

Set Task) as part of the course. This task is set 

by SCSA but will be marked by the teachers.



COMMUNITY SERVICE

While this is not compulsory, hours of 
Community Service will still be recorded. 
This may be important for scholarship 
applications, TAFE applications for 
competitive courses etc.



At the end of 

Year 12, if you 

meet all the 

WACE 

requirements, 

then you will get 

a Certificate 

similar to this.



…..and a 

WESTERN 

AUSTRALIAN

STATEMENT 

OF 

STUDENT 

ACHIEVEMENT

WASSA



WASSA continued…



…..and a

COURSE 

REPORT

(for ATAR 

courses)



SCSA websites for students and parents



YEAR 11, 2021
COURSES ON OFFER

1. Preparation for University (Direct entry)

• ATAR courses - WACE Exam (choose 4 or more)

2. Preparation for University (Alternative entry)

• Blend of ATAR (3 or less), General and VET courses

3. Preparation for TAFE, Further Training and/or Employment

• General Courses – EST;

• Possibly an ATAR course if capable;

• Certificate Courses (complete all Units of Competence); 

and 

• Workplace Learning (complete hours and logbook).





MATHS

PATHWAYS



TERTIARY STREAM
▪ COURSE WORK AT SCHOOL

▪ TWO EXAMS EACH YEAR SET AND MARKED BY

CHURCHLANDS SHS – Year 11 and 12

▪ SIT WACE EXAMS AT END OF YEAR 12

(SET AND MARKED BY SCSA)

▪ FINAL SCORE CALCULATED BY TISC AND  

STUDENTS NOTIFIED OF UNIVERSITY

PLACEMENT 

*** Lots and lots of hard work!!!!



UNIVERSITY COURSE PRE-REQUISITES

➢Apply to some courses, but not all. 

See -www.tisc.edu.au

➢Require scaled score of 50 or more in any pre-

requisite ATAR course.

➢Additional requirements, for example -

✓UCAT for Direct Pathway UWA

✓interview

✓audition

✓portfolio



SCALING IN WACE EXAMS
* Some courses tend to go up 

* Some courses tend to go down
(Adjusted by SCSA at end of Year 12)



Standardised or “adjusted” marks

At Churchlands we standardise the marks for all 

students in ATAR courses. This means that “raw” 

marks are adjusted based on both historical 

Churchlands data as well as the attributes of the 

relevant cohort. These are the marks that we submit 

to SCSA and print on reports.

It shows the likely scaled score at the end of follow-

on Year 12 course if working at the same level.



ATAR – Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank
➢ At the end of Year 12, top 4 scaled scores + 10% of best 

language + 10% of Maths Methods score + 10% of Maths 

Specialist score added together to give mark out of 430. 

(TEA)

➢ Possible to sit a language not offered at Churchlands as a 

“non-school candidate” in Year 12 which allows you to get the 

“BONUS”!

➢ The scores sorted in order and a rank applied (ATAR)

➢ An ATAR of 90 means a student is better than 90% of all the 

Year 12 school leaving age people in WA . They are therefore 

in the top 10%.

➢ ATARs are equivalent with other states’ ranks 



ATAR RANKINGS

ATAR Ranking determines the university 

course you can get into in 2023

Average Scaled 

Marks

ATAR in 2019 

WACE (no bonuses)

50 60.7

55 70.25

60 78.75

65 85.25

70 90.4

75 94.2

80 96.8



Example  – The Language Bonus
• Maths Applications 71

• English 64

• Modern History 72

• French 50

• Chemistry 73

• Best four course total = 73 + 72 + 71 + 64 = 280

• 10% of French mark is included so TEA would 
become 73 + 72 +71 + 64 + 5 = 285

• Last year this produced an ATAR of 91.45, the 
Language does not need to be in the top 4 courses. 
(It boosted the ATAR by 1.05 in this example!)



Choosing a Language

Languages offered at Churchlands:

• Chinese Second Language

• French Second Language

• Japanese Second Language

• Must apply using forms available from 

SCSA or language teachers.

• Deadline Friday 28 August to SCSA



Other Languages…
• Many students are fluent in another language 

other than the ones offered at school.

• In Year 12 it is possible to enrol as a “non-

school candidate” in these languages (often 

following an Eastern States syllabus) and sit 

the WACE exam. We will provide info in 

Term 1 of Year 12

• You receive no “grade” but the “mark” counts 

towards the ATAR.



Example with Maths and Language

• Physics 83

• Maths Methods 80

• Literature 75

• Chemistry 72

• Maths Specialist 60

• Spanish (private) 40

Best four course total = 83+80+75+72=310 (ATAR 95.7)

Plus 3 x bonuses = 310+8+6+4=328 (ATAR 97.5)

Which gives an ATAR boost of 1.8
• NOTE: Can’t include both Apps and Methods OR Apps and Spec in 

calculation of the ATAR. (Can do Methods and Spec)



YEAR LONG COURSES
• Years 11 and 12 courses (ATAR and General) are offered as a pair of units 

which are treated as year long courses. THERE WILL BE NO 
STUDENT INITIATED COURSE CHANGES AFTER WEEK 5.

• The school and parent can initiate subject changes over weeks 6-10 in 
Term 1 only due to performance issues only.

• After end Term 1 there are NO MORE SUBJECT CHANGES, YOU 
CAN’T CHANGE TO DIFFERENT SUBJECTS IN SEMESTER 2.
(This is different to Year 10 electives!! It needs to be born in mind if 
students are struggling/mental health issues etc. Make the change in 
Term 1!)

• End of year exams for ATAR courses cover the years work!

• Final grade and % awarded to a student at the end of the year will be 
submitted to SCSA for both semester units. 

• Semester 1 grade and mark provided in the first semester report will be an 
interim result only. 



Number of Courses??

• Students will select six subjects/courses in 

Year 11.

• This generally follows through to six in 

Year 12, though students completing five 

ATAR subjects can apply for Private Study



GATE MUSIC
When accepted into the GATE Music program in Year 7 (or other 

years for later entry), the signed agreement commits the student 

remaining in the program for the duration of their time at 

Churchlands SHS. Significant resources are allocated to these 

students and orchestras and ensembles can be severely affected if 

a student didn’t continue.

If you are a GATE music student then in Year 11 you will need to 

select a Music subject within your six choices, either:

• ATAR Music (Western Art); 

• ATAR Music (Jazz); or 

• Certificate II Music Industry. (This can lead to Certificate III in 

Year 12 but could also be selected as a two-year course.)



EXAMPLE 1 – TERTIARY 

STREAM STUDENT

TERTIARY STREAM TAFE STREAM

ATAR ENGLISH GENERAL DANCE

ATAR MODERN HISTORY

ATAR ECONOMICS

ATAR MATHS METHODS

ATAR CHEMISTRY



EXAMPLE 2 – TERTIARY 

STREAM STUDENT

TERTIARY STREAM 

ATAR ENGLISH               

ATAR MUSIC

ATAR MATHS METHODS 

ATAR MATHS SPECIALIST

ATAR PHYSICS

ATAR CHEMISTRY

Double 

Maths



EXAMPLE 3 – TERTIARY

STREAM STUDENT

TERTIARY STREAM TAFE STREAM
ATAR LITERATURE CERT II BUSINESS        

ATAR DRAMA 

ATAR MEDIA PROD. & ANALYSIS                            

ATAR JAPANESE SL

ATAR MATHS APPLICATIONS



EXAMPLE 4 – TERTIARY 

STREAM STUDENT

TERTIARY STREAM TAFE STREAM

ATAR ENGLISH CERT II MUSIC INDUSTRY

ATAR GEOGRAPHY DESIGN - PHOTOGRAPHY 

ATAR HUMAN BIOLOGY

ATAR MATHS APPLICATIONS



EXAMPLE 5 - NON TERTIARY 

BOUND STUDENT
TAFE STREAM

GENERAL ENGLISH

GENERAL MATHS ESSENTIAL

GENERAL FOOD SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

GENERAL DESIGN - PHOTOGRAPHY

GENERAL VISUAL ARTS

CERTIFICATE II ENGINEERING (2 YEAR COURSE)



EXAMPLE 6 - NON TERTIARY 

BOUND STUDENT

TAFE STREAM

GENERAL ENGLISH

GENERAL MATHS ESSENTIAL

GENERAL PHYS ED STUDIES

GENERAL MATERIALS DES & TECH (TEXTILES)

CERT II HOSPITALITY (2 YEAR COURSE)

WORKPLACE LEARNING



UNIVERSITY 
& 

FURTHER 
TRAINING

2022



Do your research…..

• Read your emails
• All the Universities/Training providers have web sites and 

student advisers…access them.
• Check pre-requisites
• Go to Open Days in 2021
• Go to the Churchlands SHS Careers Expo July 23rd TBC!!
• See Mrs Slodecki in the library Career Centre…limited 

availability 2nd week of July School holidays (by appointment 
only)



University ATAR requirements 

• Curtin 70 minimum

• ECU 70 minimum

• Murdoch 70 minimum

• UWA 80 minimum

Higher for some courses

Note: for 2021 entry UWA initiated a new entry pathway based on Year 11 end of year 

results. TBC whether this pathway will continue post-covid



UWA Direct Pathways…guarantees entry to post 
grad program

• Architecture – 92

• Landscape Architecture – 92

• Engineering – 80 

• Medicine – 99

• Dentistry – 99

• Podiatric Medicine – 94

• Pharmacy – 94

• Law (Juris Doctor) – 96

• Teaching (Early Childhood, Primary, Secondary) – 92

• Translation Studies - 90



Other Pathways to University

Experience Based Entry Scheme (previously referred to as Portfolio) @ ECU and Curtin (for 
certain courses)

Enabling Courses (Notre Dame, ECU, Curtin and Murdoch)
Creative and Media Folios @ Murdoch

Uway (UWA) & FairWay (UWA) 
First in family (UWA)

Special Consideration @ all Uni’s
Training Pathways (TAFE or Private Training Providers)



AQF Pathway to University

Cert III Education Support 



Cert IV Education Support

 

University
e.g. Bachelor of 

Education @ ECU)
Diploma



University
(Bachelor of 

Education @ ECU)

Cert IV Business + C (ATAR English) or ‘A’ 
(General English)



 

University (course
with 70 ATAR 

requirement – ECU, 
Murdoch, Curtin or 

Notre Dame)

Diploma



University



TAFE Entrance Requirements & Selection Criteria

• TAFE is competitive….school leavers are required to have 
achieved their WACE and/or OLNA/NAPLAN as  basic 
entrance requirements for most qualifications. A Certificate II 
or above can help meet requirements too!

• 70% of courses are competitive and may require further 
selection criteria to be addressed.

• The completion of Certificate Courses while at school may 
further enhance a full time TAFE application.



VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND 

TRAINING



Everyone needs a USI…



BENEFITS OF VET
• Will provide students with Nationally recognised qualifications.

• Enhance students’ access to further VET after they leave school.

• Provide access to industry expertise and equipment.

• Provide links with employers and industry.

• Provides basis for making informed decisions about the transition from 
school to work, training, further education and community participation.



VET
(Vocational Education & Training)

Training at Churchlands

(subject on timetable)

Training with an External 
Training Provider 

(Public & Private)

AND/OR



SCHOOL BASED CERTIFICATE 
COURSES   2021

Year 11  

Cert II Business

Cert II Engineering (2 years)

Cert II Hospitality (2 years)

Cert II Info Digital Media Tech

Cert II Music Industry

Cert II Sport Coaching (2 years)

Cert II Visual Arts - Computer Assisted Drawing (CAD)

Cert IV Business (2 years)

Students should choose no more than two certificates!



TRAINING OUTSIDE OF CHURCHLANDS
Students complete a Qualification with an 

External Training Provider:

• Profile (Funded)

• Fee for Service (Parent Funded)

Applications open beginning of Term 3 

(MPA Skills and College of Electrical Training applications open NOW).

All Vet in Schools opportunities will be advertised via email and will be subject to 
an application process (resume, cover letter and possible interview/testing).

An application does not guarantee an offer!



Training outside of Churchlands

Profile 

(Government Funded)

• Students apply for a place

• It is very competitive

• Applications open late Term2/Early 
Term 3

These are dependent on funding e.g.

Fee for Service 

(Parent Funded)

Higher Qualification Level, up to 
Certificate IV e.g.

• Certificate III & IV Education Support

• Certificate III Information, Digital 
Media and Technology

• Certificate III Screen & Media

• Certificate III/IV Health Services

Students complete a Qualification with an External Training Provider

• Events/Tourism • Plumbing

• Animal Studies • Horticulture

• Technical Engineering

• Electrotechnology

• Beauty



WORKPLACE LEARNING

▪ Endorsed Program…requires commitment
▪ Helps students to make important career decisions
▪ Assists students seeking full/part time employment or full 

time TAFE entry post school
▪ Contributes to WACE
▪ May be a requirement of a external Certificate Course
▪ Workplace Learning placements are organised through 

school.
Note: Workplace Learning and TAFE are separate programs



Subject Selection Online (SSO)

Open for subject selections from: 

FRIDAY 24th JULY 9.00 am until 1.00 pm FRIDAY 7th AUGUST



Two main pathways…..

You must select a pathway aimed at either:

• Direct University Entry (choosing  4, 5 or 6 ATAR 
courses) 

OR ….

• Alternative University Entry, Further Training or 
Employment (choosing a mixture of  General 
courses (up to 6), Certificate courses (max 2) and 
possibly 1-3 ATAR courses)





Course 

Selection 

booklet 2021

All students given a hard copy. 

Also available from school 

website under Learning -

Senior Schooling!



The Selection Handbook and 

USI Info Sheets available from 

School website (or SSO).

Learning

Senior Schooling



Parents will be emailed link to SSO



Forgot password link gives login 

code and ability to set password



Parent sets the password



Enter login code (from the emailed 

link) and new password



Welcome Screen – you will need to 

have previously obtained your USI



Enter your USI



After USI, choose your Pathway



Choose English, then five other courses 

followed by two reserve choices



SELECTING COURSES

• BE REALISTIC

• SELECT COURSES TO ABILITY LEVEL, 

NEED TO MEET THE PRE-REQUISITE 

STANDARDS.

• DO RESEARCH ON COURSES

• LISTEN TO THE ADVICE OF TEACHERS



Only select subjects for which 

you have met the requirements

Green Box = met req

Amber Box  = not met req



If not met requirements can request a 

review from HOLA by supplying 

evidence of why you will be successful.

They may approve or reject



Students and parents should be able to 

complete SSO. If you have major 

concerns, or need assistance, can book 

an appointment with a Counsellor.



Print off a copy of your selections 

when finished



YEAR 10      11

COUNSELLOR APPOINTMENTS
If a student and parent need help then there will be the ability to book 

an appointment with a counsellor to finalise your choices. Both 

the parent and student are required to attend this appointment 

together and should bring their completed planning document.

Most people should be able to complete the process online without 

needing to see a counsellor.

Tuesday 4th August

Wednesday 5th August

Thursday 6th August



Will I get what I want?

➢ Most students get their selection

➢ If not, then generally two courses occur at the 

same time or the course has been cancelled

➢ Pre-requisites are essential.

➢ If a student meets the pre-requisite by the end of 

the year they may be able to select the course 

then.



Can I Change?
➢ The earlier the better (student initiated 

changes finished by end Week 5)

➢ Rigorous Testing over first 6 weeks

➢ School initiated changes for students at risk 

finish end of Term 1.

➢ Restricted choices

➢ some classes may be full

➢ choices must fit the timetable

➢ You will need to catch up on assessments

Up to 6 courses + weeks missed



A HIGH I.Q. IS GREAT

BUT

“APPLICATION” AND 

“HARD WORK”

ARE THE KEY TO 

ACADEMIC SUCCESS 



#Work 2030 ……. What parents need to know!



THANK YOU
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